Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 202428 

15 

ORIGIN COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 AGR-IO CIAE-00 EB-07 INR-07 

LAB-04 NSAE-00 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 CIEP-02 FRB-OI 

OMB-01 /049R 

DRAFTED BY COM/BIC/CAGNE/CLOUSTAUNAU 
APPROVED BY EB/OCA/CM/BEBYRON 
COM/BIC/CAGNE/PBHALE 
NEA/ARN/DREUTHER 

127235 

R 140048Z AUG 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

UNCLAS STATE 202428 
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SUBJECT: CHEMTEX PROPOSAL FOR POLYESTER FILAMENT PROJECT 

1 . SOMETIME AGO, THE GENERAL ORGANIZATION FOR TEXTILE 
INDUSTRIES ASKED CHEMTEX TO SUBMIT PROPOSAL FOR 10,000 
TON PER YEAR TEXTURED POLYESTER FILAMENT PLANT. REQUEST 
CAME THROUGH ABDUL RAHMAN ATTAR WHOM JACK BAINTON, CHEMTEX, 
DISCUSSED WITH ROD WRIGHT WHEN BAINTON WAS IN DAMASCUS 
EARLY THIS YEAR. PROPOSAL WAS SENT AND CHEMTEX HEARD IN 
MARCH THAT IT WAS BEING STUDIED. NOTHING HAS BEEN HEARD 

SINCE THEN AND ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT ATTAR HAVE BEEN 
FRUITLESS. 

2. BAINTON SPECULATES THAT FALLING PRICES OF POLYESTER 
FILAMENT HAVE LED SYRIANS TO DECIDE TO CONTINUE IMPORTING 
PRODUCT RATHER THAN MANUFACTURING IT THEMSELVES. HOWEVER, 
PLANT WOULD BE ESTIMATED 40 MILLION DOLLAR PROJECT AND 
BAINTON WILL VISIT DAMASCUS TO EOLLOW UP IF SYRIANS ARE 
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STILL INTERESTED. 
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3. REQUEST EMBASSY CHECK WITH ATTAR ON STATUS OF THIS 

PROJECT AND REPORT ANY INEO DEVELOPED TO USDOC/CAGNE 
EOR BAINTON. ROBINSON 
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